All settings of the mirrors have thus far been made by hand, and considerable time is consumed between measures. Two screws are now being mounted on the beam, driven by a single motor, which for any separation will keep the outer mirrors equidistant from the fixed inner mirrors, and thus greatly facilitate the operation of the interferometer.
Changes in the structure of the Crab nebula (N. G. C. 1952, M. The two plates were compared in the stereocomparator, and it was seen at once that changes in the relative luminosity of different parts of the nebula had occurred, particularly in the bright region north-west of the center; and also that certain filaments and condensations had apparently moved, the motion in general being away from the center, though not always exactly along a radius. The large positive value for the nebulous points clearly indicates an outward motion, but it would be premature to suppose that this result necessarily applies to the nebula as a whole. There is some indication of a rotation in the counter-clockwise direction, but this can hardly be regarded as trustworthy.
It may be readily shown that, for a displacement of 2' in the interval between the two plates, the number representing the velocity in killometers per second would be about one-fourth the number of light-years in the distance of the nebula from the solar system; for example, if the velocity were 25 km./sec. the distance would be 100 light-years. Thus it is necessary to assume neither an extraordinary distance nor an extraordinary velocity in the nebular particles in order to believe that the observed motions are real. 
